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NEWS FROM THE LC 
HAVE A QUESTION? ASK US.

WORDS - A HAIKU 
Poetical fountain 
A following, words excite 
Before the stories 
__ Anonymous


National Poetry Month is celebrated each April 
and is the largest literary celebration in the world. 
The Academy of American Poets was inspired by 
the successful celebrations of Black History Month 
(February) and Women’s History Month (March) to 
found National Poetry Month (April) in 1996. 

The goals of this month-long celebration are: 

• highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing 

achievement of American poets, 

• encourage the reading of poems, 

• assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms, 

• increase the attention paid to poetry by national and 

local media, 

• encourage increased publication and distribution 

of poetry books, and  

• encourage support for poets and poetry. 

There are many  ways to participate throughout 

the month. Please go to the following website for 

more information and ideas. Enjoy! 

https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/about-celebration

                      APRIL HOLIDAYS 

April 1 - APRIL FOOLS DAY 

April 5 - National Dandelion Day 

April 8 - Draw a Picture of a Bird Day 

April 10 - National Siblings Day 

April 13 - Scrabble Day 

April 20 - Volunteer Recognition Day 

April 21 - National Library 

Workers Day 

April 28 - Great Poetry Reading Day 

https://poets.org/poets
https://poets.org/poems
https://poets.org/materials-teachers
https://poets.org/books
https://poets.org/browse-poems-poets
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/about-celebration
https://poets.org/poets
https://poets.org/poems
https://poets.org/materials-teachers
https://poets.org/books
https://poets.org/browse-poems-poets
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month/about-celebration


POET WILLIAM 
WORDSWORTH… 

Born April 7, 1770. He wrote the 
perfect April poem: “I wandered 
lonely as a cloud…That floats on 

high o’er vales and hills. When all 
at once I saw a crowd…A host, of 

golden daffodils…” 

https://www.liveabout.com/april-fun-
facts-3456079

NOAH WEBSTER 

Mr. Webster copyrighted the First 
Edition of his Dictionary in April, 

1828. His dearest wish was to 
reform English spelling for 
Americans, so he proposed 

removing vowels from some 
words like changing plough to 

plow and draught to draft. 

https://www.liveabout.com/april-fun-
facts-3456079

What’s New?

What’s New?   
Well, a lot is new, and a lot has changed, since Ms. Mengel first 
began prepping this April Newsletter for distribution, and she and 
I planned what to write.  Staying home and working and doing 
school work from home since March 16, 2020 has changed all of 
your lives, and ours.   In this difficult time, while we wait and hope, 
it is a comfort that we are helping others, just by taking care of 
ourselves, staying in, and taking other precautions. 

The most difficult part for most of us, students and staff, has been 
not being able to walk into MTA each day and see the people we 
most want to see.   And in the case of the Learning Commons, 
going in to help all of you with whatever questions you might 
have. 

So just as I emailed in March, please know, we are still here, and 
just an email away! 

MTA’s Learning Commons Team can be contacted by email  to help 
you with tech support, research questions, resources, information, 
---and just to say Hi! 

We are working from home, and available Monday through Friday  
7:30 am - 2:40 pm. 

Note:  Replies may not always be immediate, depending on what 
needs to be answered, and what questions we are working on for 
others.    

(Or of course, if we are at lunch, or helping our own friends and 
family at home.)  

SO do email us, and we will get back to you! 

For Tech Support with laptops:    
Mr. Menair and team:  helpdesk@link75.org 

For Resources and Questions of any kind: 
Ms. Crawford  crawfordj@link75.org 
Ms. Mengel  mengeld@link75.org 
Ms. Norton  nortonp@link75.org 

For Google Classroom and Google Suite questions: 
Mr. Palmer  palmerr@link75.org 
——————- 
A friend of mine said the other day, that it is not really “social 
distancing”.  That is a misnomer, and we really should think of this 
as “physical distancing”, instead.   Because there are plenty of 
opportunities to still be social, to be together, through our phones, 
apps, sites, email, Google classroom, and with our own family 
members and pets.  Reach out and say hello! 

We miss you all!  And hope you are well! 

-Mrs. Crawford and the Learning Commons Team 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR 
Elizabethan playwright who may 
have stolen whole plots and plot 

twists from fellow playwrights 
and ancient history - Was born 
April 23, 1564 and died almost 

exactly 52 years later.And 
though he ‘borrowed’ some 
pieces, his prose and poetic 

output is unmatched for 
originality and complexity. He is 

still revered today. 

https://www.history.com/this-
day-in-history/birth-and-death-

of-william-shakespeare-
celebrated

A POEM FOR APRIL BY SARA 
TEASDALE 

Willow, in your April gown…
Delicate and gleaming…Do 
you mind in years gone by…
All my dreaming? Spring was 
like a call to me…That I could 
not answer, I was chained to 

loneliness, I, the dancer, 
Willow, twinkling in the sun… 
Still your leaves and hear me, I 

can answer spring at last…
Love is near me! 

https://allpoetry.com/April-Song
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More What’s New?

A Novel Bunch is MTA’s student run book discussion group. 
This group began in the Fall of 2017 with the planning and leadership of 
current MTA Juniors, Delaney Jacobsen and Sophie Hymers-Horne. 

The book group was meeting every Monday after school in Room 218.   
And for now the group meets online using Google Hangouts/Meet.  
Students vote on the books they would like to read and share, and the 
books are provided by the Learning Commons. 

We look forward to next year when the group will have a space in one of 
the Group Study Rooms in the New High School Learning Commons.   If 
you are interested in joining the group, email Mrs. Crawford at 
crawfordj@link75.org. 

If you’d like a good book to read on your own during our time apart 
please see the following e-book source links: 

A.Audible Stories: Free Audiobooks from Amazon: 
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

B. Project Gutenberg for public domain works and classics: 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ 

C. Sebco also has a free collection of classics and popular, 
topical nonfiction: 
http://library.esebco.com/site/login?
login=keepreading&password=SEBCO 
Login and User name are already set, then type 1 at ID# prompt 

D. And as mentioned in email, Junior Library Guild has a nice 
collection of popular fiction titles, now open and free as well: 
https://jlg.ipublishcentral.com/bookshelf 
Username: JLGHI 
Password: JLGFREE

SHOUT OUT TO OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS 
Our Learning Commons provides many services from 
lending books and offering support and guidance for 
research to trouble-shooting our laptops. And, while we 
have a wonderful and knowledgeable staff on hand, we 
would not be able to do everything that we do without 
the help of our amazing volunteer staff. We have 
student volunteer Dawson who comes up weekly to 
clean tables, alphabetize books and sort our returns for 
shelving. In addition, we have three wonderful folks 
from our community. Michelle Lesko, Susan Ferris and 
Cynthia Crawford come in at least once a week and our 
entire staff has come to rely on them. Michelle has been 
assisting Mrs. Crawford as she weeds our collection of 
fiction and non-fiction in preparation for our move into 
the new Learning Commons at the end of this year. 
Susan is our go-to for all of the laminating and keeping 
our laptop coverage paperwork organized. And without 
all of our volunteers, we would not be able to keep up 
with the shelving of all of our returned material 
throughout each week. We offer our most heart-felt 
thanks to all of those who are willing to give of their 
time and talents to 
keep our Learning 
Commons running 
smoothly!  

If you are interested 
in helping out, please 
email Mrs. Crawford/
crawfordj@link75.org. 

  Quote Box 
“Poetry is not an expression of the party line. It's that time of night, 
lying in bed, thinking what you really think, making the 
private world public, that's what the poet does.”  
—Allen Ginsberg,  
from Ginsberg, A Biography 

A NOVEL BUNCH
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CELEBRATE POETRY

Poet, firebrand, mother, radical, 
healer and sage, Nikki Giovanni 
has always been celebrated for her 
inspired and courageous voice. For 
decades, she has spoken out on 
the sensitive issues — race and 
gender, violence and inequality — 
that touch our national 
consciousness.

Here in the attic of Shel Silverstein 
you will find Backward Bill, Sour 
Face Ann, the Meehoo with an 
Exactlywatt, and the Polar Bear in 
the Frigidaire. A wondrous 
collection of poems and drawings 
that reflect children’s most hidden 
feelings, dark wishes and 
enjoyment of the silly.

A collection of poetry in four parts: 
the princess, the damsel, the 
queen and you. It is pain, suffering, 
self-reflection, self-discovery, love, 
loss and more. The sparse and 
haunting words evoke vibration 
within and leave us better for the 
journey. —‘pending: your own 
happy ending.’

The adventures of a Scandinavian 
hero who saves the Danes from a 
seemingly invincible monster who 
later in life succumbs in a vivid 
dragon fight. Sean Heaney brings 
emotional credibility and 
convincing reality for the 
contemporary reader while 
remaining faithful to the original 
poem in all its glory.

Leo Connellan writes ‘The Maine 
Poems’ from that part of the soul 
that is eternally longing to come 
home, no matter what we believe 
may be waiting for us. These 
poems are a song to the who we 
are all looking for through the 
confines of our own Lobster Land. 
They are a celebration of survival.

In stories and poems written over a 
century ago, Edgar Allen Poe 
established himself as the original 
American master of gothic horror. 
Now, acclaimed artist-adapter 
Gareth Hinds translates Poe’s dark 
genius into graphic novel format 
filled with blood, bones, madness, 
murder and terrifying revenge.

Growing up Latino in America 
means speaking two languages, 
living two lives, learning the rules of 
two cultures. Cool Salsa celebrates 
the tones, rhythms and sounds of 
that double life with poems about 
families and parties, insults and sad 
memories, hot dogs and mangoes. 
Poems in their original language 
and in translation…available to all.

D.H. Lawrence made this 
contribution to poetry that, in the 
words of Louise Bogan, “can now 
be recognized as one of the most 
important, in any language, of our 
time.” This edition reprints the first 
edition from 1923 with the 
restoration of a number of lines 
originally considered indecent.

Coming in our next 
issue… 

• More strange facts 
• May Holidays of note 
• Featured new literature to borrow 
• And stay tuned for more What’s new?
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